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CHESTERTON MIDDLE SCHOOL (CMS) 

School Dress Code and Cellular Telephone Policy  
 

SCHOOL DRESS CODE 
 

The dress code that follows was developed by the Chesterton Middle School Dress Code Committee, which 
was comprised of students, parents, and CMS faculty members.  The purpose of the dress code at CMS is to 
create an environment free of unnecessary disruptions to the learning process.  The objective of establishing a 
dress code is to allow our students to learn comfortably, while simultaneously projecting an appropriate 
school behavior that prepares students for appropriate dress in the work place.  Dressing for success each day 
is part of being responsible, respectful, and ready to learn.  Appropriate dress is yet another way for students 
to prepare for life beyond school. 
 

1. Pants must fit at the waist, or a belt must be worn to prevent them from falling. A student’s skin, 
underwear, gym shorts, or other undergarments will not be exposed due to sagging pants or shorts. 
Excessively tight fitting clothing is not permitted.  Pants shall be worn at the waist without revealing 
undergarments or skin. Leggings may be worn with an appropriate shirt that extends below the 
student’s thumbs and covering their front and rear. 

2. All skirts and shorts must extend to or below the student’s fingertips when the student’s arms are 
naturally and fully extended at his/her sides. No items with visible holes above the knees may be worn. 

3. Clothing shall not be unduly revealing. Transparent clothing is not allowed, unless an appropriate top 
is worn underneath.  Midriffs cannot be exposed. Necklines must be of a modest cut and cannot 
reveal bras, undergarments, or excessive cleavage. 

4. No items displaying “double meanings”, or items related to alcohol, drugs, tobacco, sex, profanities, 
obscenities, vulgarities, violence, weapons, gangs or bigotry may be worn or carried. 

5. No sunglasses, hats, caps, hoods, or other headgear may be worn in the building during the school day. 
6. Backpacks, purses, and/or totes are not allowed in classrooms, and must be secured in student 

lockers. 
7. Aerosol sprays, colognes, and/or perfumes are not allowed during the school day. 
8. The following are also prohibited: slippers, pajama tops, pajama bottoms, gloves, in-line skates, skate 

shoes with wheels, chains, wallet chains, watch chains, painting or writing on any portion of the 
body. 

9. All clothing that meets the above standards must be worn as it was designed to be worn by the 
manufacturer. 

 
This policy is intended to serve as a guideline for students and parents to follow.  We hope it will encourage 
students to use thoughtfulness in the ways in which they present themselves to others. CMS staff will use 
discretion to determine what is appropriate for the school setting.  Proper protocol will then be followed to 
correct the situation if necessary. 
1st referral:  Student’s appearance is corrected by giving them the following choices: 

1. Change into something they brought from home. 
2. Borrow clothing from the office. 
3. Call home for parent/guardian to bring appropriate clothing.   

Student then receives a formal verbal warning that will be logged into Skyward for parents/guardians to 
monitor. 
2nd referral:  Students are given the above choices along with a 2nd verbal warning. 
3rd referral:  Students are given the above choices along with a final verbal warning and parent contact.  
4th referral & beyond: Administrative assigned consequences 
 
 

CELLULAR TELEPHONE POLICY 
 
1.  All cellular telephones and/or electronic devices must be turned off and secured in the student’s locker 

during the school day.  


